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Latin American businesses in 
France 

There are more than 200 subsidiaries of Latin 
American businesses established in France, 
where they employ 8,500 people.

Sixteen new investments by businesses with 
their parent company in Latin America were 
recorded in France in 2021, creating 212 jobs. 

France’s position in Europe3

In 2021, one-third of investment by Latin American businesses in 
Europe was directed to Germany. With 21% of projects, the United 
Kingdom was the second leading European recipient of Latin 
American investment, followed by France (14%). 

3 Business France Europe Observatory

Projects rose by 50% in a year and the 
number of jobs created more than doubled 
since 2020.

Investments in decision-making centers 
accounted for 63% of projects from Latin 
America and 47% of all jobs created by 
the area. Restaurants were the leading 
business sector for receiving Latin American 
investment, accounting for around one-third 

Top 5 Latin American businesses by employment  
in France

Business Workforce in France

CEMEX - Mexico
Building, construction

1,800

SIGMA - Mexico
Wholesale and retail, Agri-food

1,500

SIGDO KOPPERS - Chile
Building, construction; Metalworking

1,200

ARCOS DORADOS - Uruguay
Restaurants

1,125

ALSEA - Mexico
Restaurants

1,000+

Source: Annual Report, Business France.

Source: Orbis, Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs

Decision-making centers 10 100 63% 47%

Retail outlets 4 60 25% 28%

Production/Manufacturing 2 52 13% 25%

Total 16 212 100% 100% Breakdown of projects by business sector

Business sector


